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addition to drowsiness or eating 
on the go, today’s driver can be 
distracted by a multitude of in-
car electronic devices such as a cell 
phone, an advanced audio system or 
a navigational system. 

In a study released by the U.S. 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA), April 2006, 
distractions (including drowsiness) 
were estimated to be a contributing 
factor in eight out of every ten police-
reported traffic crashes. That’s about 
4-million vehicle crashes per year – a 
far cry from bliss.

Allan Lamb is the Executive Director of 
the BCAA Traffic Safety Foundation and 
Bob McHugh is a freelance automotive 
journalist. This article was originally 
published in The Province newspaper.

With Volvo’s Blind Spot Illumination System, tiny cameras in the side door mirrors recognize 
cars, trucks and motorcycles. A small orange light illuminates to warn the driver of vehicles 
quickly approaching from behind or in the adjacent lane.


